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But the fear that his brother, Shah Alam, might pay him
Lack the cutting jests, that he had himself made about
Shah Alam's disasters, made the prince cling to his post.
Aurangzib, approving his son's conduct, determined to
open up his son's communications. He himself was at
Sholapur and had no provisions to spare, But he ordered
Shahabuddin Khan, hereafter known as Firoz Jang, to set
out from Ahmadnagar with twenty thousand bullock-loads
of grain. The Bijapur government guessed rightly that
the fate of their city depended on the failure or success of
Firoz Jang. Sarza Khan, and Abdur Raf, with eight
thousand horse, threw themselves with the utmost valour
on Firoz Jang's convoy. For some time the fate of the
relieving force hung in the balance, But Firoz Jang rose
to the height of his recent honours, Through his general-
ship and the stimulating presence of Jani Begam, one of
Azam Shah's wives, who from the back of an elephant,
cheered on her husband's succours, the convoy reached in
safety the headquarters of the besieging army.1 From
this moment the tide turned; and no longer anxious about
his son's safety, Aurangzib was able to dam the stream of
reinforcements that Madanna Pant was sending from
Golconda.

Against the Kutb Shahi king the imperial government
had valid grounds of complaint He had helped Shivaji
in his great southern campaign. Although warned by the
emperor of the consequences of such conduct, Abu Hussein
had continued to send to Bijapur troops, equipment and
supplies. But it was characteristic of Aurangzib that he
advanced a wholly different ground. He sent one Mirza
Mahomed to demand two giant diamonds,'which, so the
emperor asserted, lay hidden among the Kutb Sliahi
treasures. With exquisite courtesy Abu Hussein assured
the envoy that had he possessed such gems, he would long
ago have sent them as a gift to his suzerain* Foiled in
this attempt to pick a quarrel, Aurangzib sent without
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